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Without a doubt, the most spectacular aircraft arrival at the museum ever: Fairey Firefly 

WD828 buzzing the control tower at Moorabbon at the conclusion of its delivery flight. The 

aircraft had been a target tug; the subject of our feature article in this edition. Photo: R Jahne 
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From the Editorial Desk 

 
There is an attitude expressed in certain 

sections of the museum membership that 

considers people to be true members only if 

they work on the aircraft. 

 

This is not a new attitude; it’s been around 

for as long as I can remember and it’s not an 

attitude confined to the museum; it rears its 

ugly head in business as well. When I worked 

for Ford Australia there was a certain plant 

manager who considered that the only 

workers were those who wielded air drills or 

torque wrenches. Everyone else was a 

parasite. The fact that he was an office 

worker and therefore a parasite by his own 

estimation was an irony that appeared lost 

on him. 

 

The one priceless advantage the museum 

possesses over professionally curated 

museums is the diversity of skills, talents and 

qualifications embedded within the 

membership. Museum professionals all 

come out of the same system with a B.A. in 

History, Literature or some such and a BSc in 

Museum Studies. This leads to a conformity 

of thought and action so beloved by 

bureaucrats the world over. 

 

In the museum we have a variety of skills 

and talents ranging from sheet metal 

fabrication to desk top publishing and event 

management. We count experts in insurance, 

gardening, sign writing, marketing and 

aircraft maintenance amongst our number. 

 

Museum professionals have to pay for these 

skills: we get them for nothing. All members 

of the museum can and often do contribute 

in their own way. That makes them museum 

members; nothing more and certainly 

nothing less. 
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On Friday 30 June 2017 an era came to a close with the death at age 77, of Aviation 

Historian extraordinaire John Hopton. John was a foundation member of AHSA and its 

offshoot the Moorabbin Air Museum being a life member of both. His collection of data 

and images pertaining to Australian Aviation History was accumulated over a lifetime of 

photography and diligent archival research making him an expert second to none. He 

developed his own method of storing and retrieving this data well before computers 

whose value he recognised and embraced as soon as they were sufficiently developed. 

John maintained a vast network of fellow historians globally, exchanging information and 

images, first by mail then via computer. A prolific contributor to our Journal his name can 

be found in hundreds of aviation books and magazines as a valued author and 

contributor. John was always available to assist and mentor those persons showing a 

genuine desire for help in any aviation research or writing. He had a photographic 

memory for things Aviation and Books, a wicked sense of humour and a more than 

passing acquaintance with music, the arts and wood work. Those of us privileged to have 

him as a friend and work with him closely found him to be scathing of less than perfect 

work but always ready to teach and help us overcome our deficiencies. John, by 

Government default was the one stop, " Australian Aviation Archive". Sadly we have lost a 

great historian, tutor and friend but, he will live on in the legacy of his work. 

Vale John.  



The museum lost another stalwart on Friday, 

August 4th with the death of Life Member Terry 

Ellis at the age of 72. Terry had been battling ill 

health for some years. 

 

Terence Frederick Ellis joined the Australian 

Aircraft Restoration Group as member number 13 

when he was a teenager and thus spent his entire 

adult life as part of the museum. He occupied a 

number of committee positions over the years: 

most notably as transport officer in the late 

1960’s. Terry was the only museum member with a 

heavy vehicle licence so he was the truck driver for 

various aircraft recoveries at that time. During the 

museums 50th Anniversary dinner in 2015 Terry’s 

retelling of his time towing our Fairey Gannet from 

the Port of Melbourne to Moorabbin in 1968 was 

as hilarious as it was terrifying. In many respects 

Terry’s life was inextricably interwoven with the 

museum: he even met his wife Dawn at the 

museum. They met under the wing of the museums 

Fairey Firefly and Terry was fond of observing just 

how romantic that was. 

 

Although I joined the museum in 1974, I didn’t 

make Terry’s acquaintance until we met in 1979 at 

one of the members meetings that the museum 

held, at that time, in the old Moorabbin Town Hall. 

To our mutual surprise we discovered that we were work colleagues; both of us employed 

at the Head Office of Ford Motor Company. When I married in 1981 and took my wife, 

Pam to meet the Ellis’s we discovered that Pam and Dawn had been friends at 

secondary school. Thus a lifetime friendship was formed. 

 

Terry’s original vocation was customs agent and for some years he worked the night shift 

at Essendon Airport and would, on occasion, quietly slip away to do some aircraft 

photography. His night time photography of aircraft is some of the best I have ever seen 

and this was in the days of film and fixed lens cameras. In later years Terry became a 

driving instructor until ill health forced his retirement. Terry was a man of singular wit, 

possessed of a booming laugh who, even in his direst moments, enjoyed being updated 

on museum activities.. Terry is survived by his wife, Dawn; son, Andrew and daughter, 

Jennifer. Blue skies old friend. 



An interesting photo of an RAN DeHavilland Sea Venom fitted with theb Delmar target 

towing winch. This system was developed in the United States and saw extensive use 

there. 

Wz944.jpg

One of the reasons military aircraft survive long enough to come to the attention of 

preservationist is their use in second line roles, communications, squadron hacks and 

especially target towing. Target towing aircraft provided an unglamorous, but 

essential, service. No longer as common as they once were Insight pays tribute to 

these workhorses of the skies. 



It pays to advertise. CAC Mustang VH-BOY ex A68-39 was operated by Chieftain Flying 

Services for some years as a target tug. The aircraft is now flying in the United States. 

The paint schemes on these aircraft were colourful to say the least. 

The target tug scheme looked good on the Sea Venom. This DeHavialland Sea Venow 

WZ944 was used by the RAN. After retirement it went to Pearce Dunns Warbirds 

Museum at Mildura. In 1971 it was sold in the United States and it is currently 

undergoing restoration to airworthy in Ogden, Utah. 



One of the most unpleasant schemes ever applied to a Mustang was this kingfisher 

blue shade applied to CAC Mustang VH-BOZ, ex A68-199 when it was a target tug with 

Chieftain. It’s still airworthy and owned by former museum member, Peter Gill. 

There are a lot of people who would disagree; but this has to be the definitive 

Beaufighter paint scheme. Only one RAAF Beaughfighter target tug was painted overall 

black and yellow stripes and damn did it look good. 



The Fairey Battle was a thoroughly outmoded aircraft by the time World War 2 broke.  

out. Those that came to Australia fulfilled second line roles on;y Battle L5704 served 

with No.1 Operational Training Unit and No.1 Bombing and Gunnery School as a target 

tug. It suffered a belly landing in 1942 and was probably written off. 

When it became too expensive to expend Jindiviks as training targets a number were 

fitted with the HUTTS (Hayes Universal Target Towing System) target which was fitted 

with an infra red heat source. Thus the target drone became a target tug. The museum 

possess an example of the HUTTS. 



A poor, but interesting colour photo of the RAAF’s Mustang target tug A68-113 which 

was attached to No.10 Squadron providing target towing facilities for the squadrons 

GAF Lincolns. The machine became VH-UWB and was the Mustang in which Scottish 

racing car driver Ron Flockhart was killed. 

Mustang target tug A68-157 displaying some variation in the target tug colour scheme. 

Little is known about this Mustangs history except that it served, primarily, with the 

Citizens Air Force and was retired in 1960. 



The museums first Fairey Firefly WD828 seen at Moorabbin immediately after its ferry 

flight from Sydney in 1967. The aircraft retains its target tow scheme, cable guide and tail 

wheel guard, but the belly winch was removed prior to the ferry flight. 

Without doubt the most spectacular of all Australian target tugs was the DAP Beaufighter. 

Past their prime in the strike role, a handful of Beaufighters were converted to tow targets 

and served with No.30 Squadron until the mid 1950’s 



This Vampire is not what it appears to be. Displayed at the RAAF Museum this Vampire 

is painred in the colours of the RAAF’s only target tug Vampire; but it isn’t that aircraft. 

The original target tug Vampire was scrapped and when the Friends of the RAAF 

Museum restored this aircraft they chose the colourful target tow scheme. 

Not all target tugs have spectacular colour schemes. This GAF Canberra A84-225, 

sister ship to the museums Canberra, served as a a target tug at RAAF Base 

Butterworth in Malaysia. This Canberra is now displayed at the Queensland Air 

Museum. 



In the 1970’s target towing contracts were often awarded to civilian companies, including 

OMNI Aviation where the museums Fairey Firefly WD828 was hangared. Anumber of twin 

engine types were used including the Piper Navajo seen here. These aircraft were fitted 

with the same winch system that had been fitted to the Beaufighter years before. 

Photo; Roland Jahne 

As combat aircraft got ever faster, so the need for a faster target tug grew. The logical 

answer was the Gates Learjet. With an initial climb rate of an F100 Super Sabre and a 

service ceiling topping 45,000 feet they were ideally suited to modern training needs. 

Photo: Neil Follet 



Japan is not a country that readily comes to mind when one thinks of aircraft 

museums, but there are a number of hidden gems in Japan, the best of which is the 

Japanese Air Self Defence Force Museum at Hamamatsu. 

Oh to have a hangar like this. The emphasis of the museum is on Japanese air power 

post World War 2 but the Mitsubishi Zero hanging in the roof is rather nice I thought. 



The Curtiss C 46 Commando served the Japanese from 1954 until 1978 in the heavy 

lift role. A total of 48 operated with the JASDF. While they were nowhere near as 

numerous as the Douglas C 47, the Commando was a larger and much more capable 

machine. 

The somewhat gaudy colour scheme on the North American F86F Sabre is that of the 

JASDF aerobatic team, Blue Impulse. The Sabre entered Japanese service in 1955 and 

was retired in 1982. A total of 435 were, either purchased from North American, 

assembled from kits or built under licence by Mitsubishi. 



 

During 1955 the Japanese imported one example of the Dehavilland Vampire trainer for 

evaluation. In the end the Japanese chose the Lockheed T 33, but the Vampire was 

retained, probably as an instructional airframe until it joined the JASDF Museum. 

Japans first all weather jet interceptor was the |North American F86D which the 

Japanese dubbed Kyokko which translates as sunrise. In 1958 the Japanese purchased 

122 of these aircraft and they served until they were retired 10 years later. 



One of the most distinctive early helicopters was the Piasecki H 21 Shawnee 

nicknamed, for obvious reasons, the Flying Banana. The aircraft saw service with a 

surprising number of air forces and saw combat in Algeria with the French. A total of 

10 served with the JASDF. 

 The Japanese were one of the largest export customers for the Lockheed F 104 

Starfighter. They were famous for appearing in Japanese monster movies fighting such 

age old enemies as Mothra and Gamera. This aircraft has been converted to UF 104 

standard as a pilotless target drone. 



This Beech B65 Queen Air was operated by the JASDF on communications duties out 

of Naha on Okinawa before the aircraft was retired and flown to the JASDF Museums. 

 

One of the many users of the Sikorsky H 19 Chickasaw helicopter was the JASDF. They 

were used for transport and rescue duties. I just love this colour scheme. 



An aircraft that was very familiar in Australia in years past was the Mitsubishi MU 2. It 

had an evil reputation for being hard to handle. In JASDF service they were used for 

search and rescue duties and other second line activities. 

Here’s another one off displayed by this museum. This North American T28D Trojan 

was imported into Japan as a civil aircraft in 1954 and was passed on to the military in 

1956 for technical research purposes. After suffering a landing accident in 1956 it was 

relegated to the role of instructional airframe before it became part of the museum 

collection. 



The  Fuji T 3 basic trainer is based on the Beech T 34 Mentor and 50 were froduced 

between 1978 and 1982 by Fuji Heavy Industries for the Japanese Air Self Defence 

Force. 

The facade of the JASDF Museum is impressive complete with the obligatory, pole 

mounted Sabre. 



The Lockheed T 33 was chosen by the Japanese in preference to the DeHavilland  

Vampire in the 1950’s as their first advanced jet trainer. 

The Fuji T1 was Japans first indigenous jet trainer and looked a lot like an F 86 Sabre. 

Sixty-six were built and they were retired in 2006. 



One of the lesser known aircraft that was in the museum for a short time was this 

Beechcraft Queen Air. It had been placed on the aircraft graveyard at Moorabbin 

Airport and abandoned by its owner. The airport management of the day said that the 

museum could have it. On the basis that this aircraft once served with the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service the museum took up the offer. The aircraft was disposed of by the 

previous museum administration and I have no idea as to its fate. 

Time to take another peek into that box of bits and pieces to find those images 

that just don’t fit anywhere else. 



Here’s a real blast from the past. This Mitsubishi Zero was recovered from the Pacific 

back in the early 1970’s by Geoff Pentland and Barry Coran. It was stored at Essendon 

Airport where this photo was taken. After a restoration that consisted of a coat of paint 

and multiple press releases the aircraft was sold to Japan. Today it is on display at the 

Tokyo Science Museum. The aircraft was unique: it had been modified in the field as a 

two seater; probably for observation duties. 

The early 1970’s saw the great Sabre giveaway when the Australian Government gifted 

recently retired CAC Sabres to Malaysia and Indonesia. At the time it was a very 

controversial decision. If you look closely you will see that, while this Sabre still carries 

RAAF insignia, it’s sporting a Royal Malaysian Air Force serial number. Photo; Roland 

Jahne 



In this era of electronic information it’s often claimed that books are becoming obsolete.  

Nothing could be further from the truth. With the museums annual book sale occurring at 

our WINGS aeromodelling  show in October, I thought it might be a good idea to look back 

at some of the titles from the golden era of aviation publishing. Some of these books aren’t 

that good or accurate, but I’ve seen them snapped up at second hand book sales by 

middle aged men and older. Whether it’s nostalgia or something else I have no idea, but 

some of the prices paid are positively outrageous. 

Above are the books that started your humble Editor on my aeronautical journey. In my first 

year of secondary school the librarian, knowing my interest in aircraft, added to the library 

William Greens Famous Bombers of the Second World War Volume 1. I was hookad and I 

borrowed that book every second week until the teacher said “no more”. I soon learned 

that there were four volumes; two of Famous Fighters and two of Famous Bombers. With 

youthful guile I then prevailed upon my late, widowed mother to purchase them for me for 

Christmas. This was a big ask: at $3.85 a volume they were expensive in 1966 and I’m sure 

my Mum spent money she could ill afford. These books sit in a bookcase in my study to this 

day and I would never dream of parting with them. 

 

William Green had intended to write a third volume of Famous Fighters but that never 

appeared. Many years ago the titles were reissued in a two volume set and you often see 

these for sale. You sometimes see an odd title from the four volume set for sale, but you 

rarely see a set of four come on the market. 



If you have one of these on your 

book shelf you’re sitting on a tidy 

sum of money. Neville Parnells 

book, Whispering Death was a 

limited run volume published in 

the mid 1970’s. Some years ago it 

was reprinted in a different format 

and these can still be had, but the 

original edition is now very rare 

and when they change hands, they 

do so at exorbitant prices. At the 

time of writing, the museum shop 

had a copy for $140.00 and I have 

no doubt that someone will pay 

that. 

Another title from the mid 1970’s 

is Peter Andersons Mustangs of 

the RAAF and RNZAF. For many 

years  this was the last word on 

the subject. It has since been 

surpassed by other books; notably 

Southern Cross Mustangs, but 

there is still interest in this book 

and it commands a healthy price. 

The museum recently sold a copy 

for $40.00 and nobodt quibbled 

about the price. 



Over the years my Mum hit on the 

idea that aircraft books were 

perfect presents for Christmas and 

my birthdays. For my 21st I 

received the reprint of the 1945 

edition of Janes; the so called 

victory edition. It wasn’t cheap; but 

then, a copy of Janes never is. If 

you ever run across a copy of this 

at a second hand book sale I 

recommend you buy it. 

I know; I’m supposed to like 

Australian aircraft; but I’m  a fan of 

the German aircraft of World War 

2 and have been since childhood. 

The Captive Luftwaffe detailed 

German aircraft captured by the 

Allies in World War 2. It was 

published by Putnams and written 

by Kenneth West. While it’s very 

dated now, with much later titles 

on the subject now published, you 

rarely see this book for sale on the 

second hand market. 



I have a penchant for the esoteric 

in aviation and it would be hard to 

get more esoteric than this. I 

purchased this book from an 

importer about 10 years ago. It 

details German air transport 

operations in China between 1931 

and 1943. It’s dual English/

Chinese text which made it very 

expensive. As far as I know only 

two copies were ever imported 

into Australia; mine and a copy the 

importer brought in for himself. 

Rays of the Rising Sun is a three 

volume history of Japans Asian 

allies in World War 2. The book 

covers all the forces of these 

nations with an emphasis on their 

air forces. Pictured ar right is 

Volume 1 and if anyone knows 

where I can purchase Volumes 2 

and 3 please let me know. 



Another book I constantly 

borrowed from the school library 

was the MacDonald World Air 

Power Guide. It covered the 

aircraft of the worlds air forces in 

the 1960’s. If you think todays air 

forces operate a diverse range of 

aircraft, you need to thumb 

through the pages of this book; 

because you’ve seen nothing. 

During the 1980’s there was a 

rash of self published books 

detailing veterans wartime 

experiences. One of the best was 

the late Ken McDonalds book, 

Coomalie Charlie’s Commandos 

detailing the history of No. 31 

Beaufighter Squadron. The title 

eludes to the fact that the 

squadron was based at Coomalie 

Creek. 



The author of this work, James Gallagher was a member of the American forces of 

occupation in post war Japan. His duties involved a lot of travel and he visited many 

Japanese air bases where he photographed derelict Japanese aircraft. When he 

went home those photos sat in the proverbial shoe box for years. During the early 

1970’s his family prevailed upon him to publish them. The book above is the reprint 

that came out about 10 years ago. The title comes from the exclamation of an 

American soldier when he viewed one of these airfields. He said, “there were 

meatballs and dead birds everywhere”. Meatball is the American slang for the 

Japanese national insignia. 

The classic book publishing name 

of the 1960’s was Harleyford. 

Published in England, these titles 

are beautifully presented books 

and although a little dated today, 

many are still the last word on 

their subject. Your humble Editor 

is a mad collector of these. 



Aviation books don’t have to be 

reference works; they can also be 

works of fiction. The best known 

character of aviation fiction is 

Biggles. Biggles creator, W.E. 

Johns wrote over 100 Biggles 

titles. Biggles of 266 is an 

anthology of some of the earliest 

Biggles short stories. Today it is 

considered a collectors item and 

no, you can’t have my copy. 

Another series of books that appeared in the 1960’s was 

the MacDonald Aviation Monograph series. I think there 

were meant to be more titles published, but I have only 

ever seen these four; the Meteor, Hurricane, Gladiator and 

Sabre. After years of searching I finally acquired all four. 

The hardest title to find is the Gladiator. 



I once haunted fetes and bazaars 

because all manner of things are 

for sale. A current edition of Jane’s 

All the Worlds Aircraft requires a 

second mortgage to buy it, but 

older copies can, often, be had for 

very little money. I once purchased 

a 1965 edition of Jane’s from a 

church fete for 50 cents and the 

lady on the stall thought she was 

robbing me! 

Without doubt, one of the finest 

and best researched books I have 

ever owned. Phil Butler’s War 

Prizes was published around 1993 

and is the last word on Axis 

aircraft captured and evaluated by 

the Allies during and after World 

War 2. This is a classic work which 

will only appreciate in value with 

the passing years.  



When Hugo Hooftman published 

this book on Russian aircraft in 

1965 it was a revelation. Very little 

was known about Russian aviation 

at that time and this was a best 

seller in aviation circles. Now we 

know that it was full of errors and 

assumptions and today the book 

is little more than a curio from a 

time long gone. I also like Russian 

aircraft and I treasure my copy of 

this book. 

First published in the late 1960’s Edward 

Jablonski’s book Flying Fortress is an 

interesting mix of aviation history and 

personal anecdotes of Boeing B 17 

crewmen during World War 2. It’s still the 

best history of the Flying Fortress 

published. It’s profusely illustrated and 

well researched but I find Jablonski’s 

flowery writing style a little irritating. 



During the Second World War the 

British publishers Harleyford 

produced an annual volume 

entitled Aircraft of the Fighting 

Powers. By todays standards they 

are fairly average; but at the time 

they were the only game in town. 

Today they are considered 

collectors items and the most 

prized volume is Number 7; 

published post war. Original copies 

of Volume 7 are impossible to 

acquire. Some years ago, to fill the 

void, an enterprising publisher 

reprinted the volume. For serious 

collectors it’s just not the same: 

but beggars can’t be choosers. 

If you wish to see how truly great 

aviation photos are taken, acquire a 

copy of this book. Charles Sims was a 

photographer for Aeroplane magazine. 

He didn’t use a 35mm digital SLR 

camera; he started out using a fixed 

lens, press camera using glass plate 

negatives. While he is not as well known 

as Charles E Brown, Charles Sims was 

just as good a photographer; some 

would say, even better. My copy has sat 

on the bookshelf for more than 40 years 

yet, amazingly, this book is still available 

on Amazon.. 



For many years William Greens tome on 

the German aircraft of World War 2 was 

considered the definitive work on the 

subject. While it has been surpassed by 

later titles this is still a weighty and 

authoritative work that would grace any 

book shelf. 

The late Herman Potgeiter was a South 

African photographer renowned for his 

aviation photos. Aircraft of the South 

African Air Force is his brilliant photo 

essay on the South African Air Force of 

the 1980’s. This is a marvellous book; 

full of some of the best aviation 

photography I have ever seen. It’s well 

and truly out of date now, but if you get 

the chance to acquire a copy; don’t pass 

it up. 



Lou Drendels book, And Kill 

MIGS was originally published as 

a narrative on aerial combat 

during the Vietnam War but was 

reprinted to include the stories 

of combat during the Gulf Wars. 

This is a wonderful book on 

every level and it may still be 

available in book stores. The title 

is derived from the mission 

statement of one of the 

American squadrons deployed in 

Vietnam which read; “Öur 

mission is to take the photos, 

protect the bombers and kill 

MIGS”. 

Without doubt the best book written 

regarding the Vietnam War this 

publication tells the story of the Republic 

F 105 Thunderchief and the missions it 

flew over Vietnam. Known as “The Thud” 

by its pilots the Thunderchief was used 

as a fighter bomber and often struck 

Hanoi. The aircraft followed a ridge of 

mountains that led straight to the city 

and this became known as Thud Ridge. 

The Thunderchiefs were worked so hard 

and suffered so many losses that soon 

after the end of the Vietnam War the 

remaining aircraft were retired. There 

were so few of them left and they were 

so worn out that it was impractical for 

them to remain in service. 



Another great name of aviation 

publishing is Putnam’s. These books 

tend to be encyclopaedic in nature 

and many enthusiasts don’t like them 

for that reason. As a ready reference 

they’re hard to beat. When new these 

books were expensive, but on the 

second hand market they can be had 

for reasonable prices.  

Putnam’s titles are many and varied 

and have been published by a number 

of publishing houses quite apart from 

George P. Putnam of New York. 

George Putnam was best known as 

the widower of aviatrix Amelia Earhart. 



Another volume that will teach you a 

lot about aviation photography is the 

late James Gilbert’s, The Great Planes. 

This is not a serious work of history 

and it doesn’t pretend to be. This is a 

coffee table book full of wonderful 

photographs. I’ve seen it available at 

reasonable prices and it’s well worth 

adding it to your library. 

Let’s finish this article with my favourites; the Harleyford books. The range of titles is 

extensive. I just purchased a further six titles, from museum stocks, for my collection 

and I’m thrilled to bits. For me they’re a reminder of a time long gone. I wouldn’t call 

them “the good old days”, but it was a time when everything was new and exciting. 

Maybe I’m just getting a little nostalgic as I get older. 



Fred Jane was one of the genuine 

English eccentrics of the Victorian 

and Edwardian eras. He created an 

innovation that, today, is still in use 

by the worlds military forces. It isn’t 

a bomb or a gun or a weapon of any 

kind for that matter: it’s a book. 

 

John Frederick Thomas Jane was 

born on August 6th, 1865 in Surrey, 

England, the son of a vicar. He was 

educated at the Exeter School 

where he liked to explore the explo-

sive potential of chemistry. His lec-

turer reported that he would go far; 

in one direction or another. Fred was a keen miniature wargamer with a special interest in na-

val warfare. Wargaming was the invention of author H.G. Wells who believed that if people 

could play at war they might not indulge in the real thing. In his teens Fred began drawing war-

ships and he became so accomplished that he was employed to illustrate various publica-

tions. In 1889 he was commissioned to sketch the warships of the naval review at Spithead 

and sketched and recorded  the statistics of over 100 warships. He intended to produce this 

information in booklet form to accompany a naval wargame he was creating. That didn’t hap-

pen, but 9 years later he published Jane’s Fighting Ships. Within 2 years it became the ac-

cepted guide to naval intelligence. 

 

Fred Jane became a parliamentarian and was known for his eccentric behaviour which        

included kidnapping a British Labour MP as a publicity stunt. For his efforts Fred Jane was 

condemned as unpatriotic. In the early part of the 20th Century it was common for the naval 

powers to exaggerate the size of their fleets and the capabilities of their warships. Jane’s 

Fighting Ships exposed these ploys as propaganda and the establishment viewed Fred Jane in 

the same light as a whistle blower may be viewed today. In 1909 Fred Jane introduced a new 

title: Jane’s All The Worlds Aircraft. 

 

Fred T Jane died on March 8th, 1916, but not before he had established a publishing       

company that today is known as Jane’s Information Group. The company is valued at around 

100 million pounds publishing 120 titles annually: everything from Jane’s Fighting Ships to 

Jane’s Airport Support Equipment.  Jane’s Information Group is one of the most highly regard-

ed military intelligence gathering  organisations in the world and has a reputation for being all 

knowing. There is not a warship patrolling the worlds oceans that does not carry a copy of 

Jane’s Fighting Ships or an air force that does not possess multiple copies of Janes All the 

Worlds Aircraft and I think that would have brought a smile to Fred Jane’s face. 



William Earl Johns was born on February 5 1893 in Bengeo in 

Hertford, England. John’s early ambition was to be a  soldier 

and he became an accomplished rifle shot. Never a   scholar, 

he was apprenticed as a surveyor in 1907 and in 1912 be-

came a municipal sanitary inspector. In 1913 he enlisted in 

the Territorial Army and when war broke out his unit was mo-

bilised. He saw action at Gallipoli before being sent to Egypt 

in December 1915. From there he was sent to the Macedoni-

an Front where he saw further action before he was trans-

ferred to the Royal Flying Corp training as a pilot. For much of 

the war he was a flying instructor. 

 

In August 1918 he was posted to No. 55 Bomber Squadron 

on the Western Front where he flew operations against Ger-

many. On September 16, 1918 his aircraft was shot down 

while on a bombing mission over Mannheim and Johns was 

taken prisoner. Post war Johns remained in the Royal Air 

Force and became a recruiting officer and notably rejected 

T.E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) when he tried to join the RAF under an assumed name. He 

was later ordered to accept Lawrence.  

 

Johns left the RAF in 1931 and became an aviation correspondent for several newspapers. 

Johns was a prolific writer and penned many titles on aviation, science fiction and he wrote an 

authoritative volume on gardening. In 1932, at the request of publisher John Hamilton Ltd he 

established the monthly magazine, Popular Flying. He would edit Popular Flying until 1938 

when he was sacked for writing a scathing editorial on the  policy of appeasing Adolf Hitler. It 

was within the pages of Popular Flying magazine that W. E. Johns created one of the most       

enduring characters of contemporary fiction; Lieutenant James Bigglesworth of No. 266 

Squadron Royal Flying Corp: Biggles. The early Biggles stories were written under the pen 

name William Earl but he wrote his later books as Captain W. E. Johns although he never held 

that rank. In all W.E. Johns wrote 160 books of which, nearly 100, were Biggles titles. He died 

on June 21, 1968 leaving his last Biggles book unfinished. 

 

In recent times it’s become fashionable amongst scholars, academics and even politicians to 

re assess authors and their works; notably Enid Blyton and Noddy, the Reverend Wilbert     

Awdrey and Thomas The Tank Engine and W.E. Johns and Biggles. If you believe this           

nonsense, Thomas The Tank Engine was a sexist, mysogenist racist; what was going on be-

tween Noddy and Big Ears could not be mentioned in polite company and Biggles was a blood 

thirsty cavalier and latent homosexual. However, for millions around the world, including your         

correspondent, Biggles was a portal into a world of high adventure and daring do and that is 

the unassailable legacy of William Earl Johns. 



Australian Defence Forces 

An image of your humble 

Editor should only appear 

once a year in Insight: so 

here I am manning (or is 

that personing) our stand at 

IPMS Model Expo ,looking 

very pleased with myself. 

Together with son and heir 

Brad, Wayne Denerez, Dave 

Soderstrom and ably 

assisted by Dave’s daughter 

Georgia, we spread the 

word, promoted our WINGS 

Model Show and flogged all 

manner of stuff. For the 

winners of our sponsored 

categories; read on. 



The museum has gone from not having a Bell/CAC Kiowa helicopter to being positively up 

to our armpits in them. Following on from the disposals process the museum acquired 

three airframes A17-06  45 and 55, plus a consignment of spares, from which we can 

make two complete airframes and a mobile display cockpit.. The Kiowas arrived at the 

museum by road on August 25th. Kiowa A17-55 is the youngest surviving aircraft built by 

CAC and it is intended to display it next to Wirraway A20-10; the oldest.  

Lifting A17-45 at the museum. 

This is probably the last time 

the old bird feels air under its 

skids. One thing we didn’t 

receive in the parts package 

was a tail rotor. Member          

Chris Large received a Bell 206 

tail rotor from his son a few 

years ago as a Christmas 

present and was going to turn it 

into a ceiling fan until he 

realized it was common to the 

Kiowa and donated it the 

museum. Well done that 

man !!!! 



Quite a few readers got this one. It’s an Edgar Percival EP9 crop 

duster; ugly as sin but boy would I like one in the museum. Edgar 

Percival is the only Australian to make his name internationally as 

an aircraft designer and builder. He was born in Albury. 

I think I’ve been making it a bit easy, so time to ramp it up. This is 

one of the more unusual aircraft to appear of the Australian civil 

register, but what is it ?. Think you know; then contact me at 

kgaff@bigpond.com 



The museum sponsored 

trophy; Best Australian 

Aircraft Civil was won by 

Ray Seppala with this 

marvellous model of an 

Australian Airlines Boeing 

767-338ER. 

Best Australian Aircraft-

Military was deservedly 

won by Les Applebee’s 

Macchi MB 326H. Not 

only was this an 

exquis itely  f inished 

model: it’s not a kit; it 

was scratch built by Les. 

That kind of effort will 

score a trophy every time. 



During June there was a proposal 

put forward to dispose of our 

Yeoman Cropmaster VH-AGL. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  B o a r d ’ s 

announcement to that affect and a 

request for any submissions 

opposing the disposal, a number of 

submissions were received. The 

Museum Board considered these 

and decided not to proceed with 

the disposal. I have to say that the 

Cropmaster is not the most pristine 

aircraft in the collection but we 

have started with far worse. 

Due to circumstances beyond our control the Harry Hawker Memorial Lecture has been 

postponed until 2018. Disappointing as that may be; Harry is definitely coming back and 

he’s coming back with a vengeance. More details to follow. 

Recently Secretary Dave 

Soderstrom and your humble 

Editor attended the annual 

Museums of the Year Awards 

held at the Australian Centre 

for the Moving Image. 

Congratulations go to our 

colleagues at the Benalla 

Aviation Museum who 

received an honourable 

mention. I believe the 

museum should have a go in 

2018: it couldn’t hurt. 



Recently members Ashley Briggs, Mark Powell, Jason Burgess, Dave Soderstrom and 

Wayne Denereaz took themselves off to Thailand where they met a delegation from the 

Royal Thai Air Force Museum. I have to say boys that you really should issue a public 

warning before you show off those legs.. 

A recent childrens birthday party 

at the museum found a use for 

our Mirage that designer, Marcel 

Dassault never envisaged; 

piñata stand. I just hope none of 

the little darlings belted the pitot 

tube. 



This is coming at us at the speed of an express train. If you can volunteer 

some time over this weekend it would be greatly appreciated. Get in contact 

with Tammie Shore  via membership@aarg.com.au and remember, under new

legislation you must have a current Working with Children Check for this event

or for any activity at the museum where minors are involved. 



This years  Special Category; Make A Mustang 

When : October 21/22, 2017 

Where : The Australian National Aviation Museum 

Moorabbin Airport. 

 

Refreshments available on site and ample 

parking available. 

All enquiries to kgaff@bigpond.com 

The Wings aircraft scale modelling competition and exhibition will, again be held at 

the Australian National Aviation Museum. Come along; enter a model or two and 

soak up the atmosphere, while enjoying the show set amongst the Museum’s 

mighty aircraft. 

WINGS is nearly upon us again and this year we are incorporating our book fair. This 

promises to be BIG with a number of traders selling kits and accessories, club participation 

and’an array of the finest examples of the art of plastic scale modelling you will ever see 



Yes it does: what more can I say ! 


